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PERFORMING ARTS VENUES 
Statement 

HON BARBARA SCOTT (South Metropolitan) [9.43 pm]: I wish to raise an issue that I raised when I spoke 
on the budget last week; namely, this government�s derelict attention to providing venues for major Western 
Australian performing arts companies. I have with me a copy of Saturday�s The West Australian, carrying the 
headline on the front page �WA�s elite dancers get barely enough room to swing a cat, let alone rehearse�. Some 
members might not be aware that the West Australian Ballet Company has a new artistic director�well-known 
European director Ivan Cavallari. He has packed his bags and gone home to Europe and is seriously considering 
whether he will return to Western Australia to continue as the artistic director. His complaint is that the rehearsal 
space at His Majesty�s Theatre is the size of a postage stamp. He says that the 18 ballet dancers of the West 
Australian Ballet can hardly swing a cat in the space they have to practice for their performances. The issue that I 
raised in my contribution to the budget debate last week is that the Western Australian government fails to 
recognise that the major performing arts companies in Western Australia are crying out for a new home. I 
identified those companies as the West Australian Ballet, the West Australian Symphony Orchestra, the West 
Australian Opera and other major performing arts companies. Last Saturday�s The West Australian included an 
article on the front page and two full-page articles on pages 16 and 17 under the single headline �Venue crisis 
leaves lord of the dance threatening to quit WA�, and that refers to Cavallari. The article states � 

WA Ballet�s artistic director Ivan Cavallari has threatened to quit over a venue crisis that is hampering 
our stage companies� mission to deliver world-class shows to local audiences.  

I have said a number of times in this chamber that Western Australians are very fortunate that this state has 
amazingly talented young Western Australians in opera, in dance and in music. However, they are confined 
because the major performing arts companies have no home. For the duration of this government�s term in office 
we have heard it talk about whether it would build a box onto the Perth Concert Hall to house the West 
Australian Symphony Orchestra. I can tell members that the West Australian Symphony Orchestra is not 
interested in being in a small box on The Esplanade in front of the Perth Concert Hall. On Friday night I attended 
the opening of the new concert series. The performance was a credit to the players in the West Australian 
Symphony Orchestra in light of the fact that they have no home to practice in and they, with their instruments, 
are being moved all over the city because they have been put out of their home in the ABC premises on Adelaide 
Terrace.  

The articles in The West Australian really highlight the fact that a number of major arts companies are being 
affected by the lack of suitable venues. It is interesting that the article appeared in The West Australian only two 
days after I made reference to this issue in my contribution to the budget debate. While this minister continues to 
relaunch parts of the $72 million Ignite package, Western Australia is millions of dollars in deficit for its major 
performing arts companies.  

When Parliament is not sitting, I consult with the arts organisations. Only yesterday I met with the Youth Ballet 
WA, which is in the same situation as the West Australian Symphony Orchestra, the West Australian Ballet and 
the West Australian Opera, not to mention the Australian Opera Studio in Midland, which has absolutely no 
government funding and is about to close, although it is equivalent to a European opera school. The Youth Ballet 
WA, which is an incorporated body based in North Perth, has 110 full-time students, whose ages range from 
about eight to 21. It offers not only a full-time ballet school, but also full-time education. The students are 
homeschooled and are supported by, and have endorsement from, the Curriculum Council. The appointment with 
the Youth Ballet WA had been made for some time. The West Australian Ballet has 18 full-time students and it 
really struggles in its upstairs studio at His Majesty�s Theatre. The Youth Ballet WA is a burgeoning, wonderful 
Western Australian company based in North Perth. Sonya Shepherd, the director, established the Youth Ballet 
WA, and Monique Douglas, a young graduate of the Western Australian Academy of Performing Arts and a 
ballet dancer, is the marketing and events manager. When they came to see me they said that they needed to have 
six studios because of their 110 students. They spoke to me of their desperation with the lack of accommodation 
for companies such as theirs in Perth. Because they have 110 full-time ballet students, and they have two 
classrooms and three studios, they need extra space in which to rehearse and train these young ballerinas. This 
would be similar to what is done with major ballet companies in European cities, such as Munich, Berlin, 
Dresden, Prague, Stuttgart, Vienna and Hamburg. All those European cities have major ballet schools and their 
ballerinas go on to dance in either their companies or other major ballet companies around the world. Again, 
they have three studios and two small classrooms, whereas they need six studios.  

What was the response of the new chief executive officer of the Department of Culture and the Arts? It appalled 
me. The director general, Allanah Lucas, said that it was up to the arts companies to find their own premises but 
the ballet and opera were given a big rental discount to stay at His Majesty�s Theatre. She was reported as 
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saying, �None is compelled to stay if they find better accommodation elsewhere.� That, to my mind, is a 
dismissive comment by a government that is ignorant of the importance of attracting to Western Australia high-
quality people in all areas of the performing arts. With the resources boom, we are trying to attract high-profile, 
excellent, senior people to all the major commercial and resource companies in Western Australia. One of the 
things that they look for is a diverse and rich performing arts culture. We have no excuse not to provide it. We 
have young, talented, enthusiastic people who want to do this and want to fulfil their ambitions in the performing 
arts, but we have a government that throws a pittance, much like breadcrumbs, to the performing arts fraternity 
and says that it is part of a wonderful package. I will talk about that in detail at some other time. Each day I pick 
up the newspaper and read about another part of the Ignite package, which has been reinvented and launched as 
something new and interesting; indeed, when I go back and read the Ignite package I see that it is all there and 
has simply been regurgitated. My reaction to the dismissive comment by Allanah Lucas, the Director General of 
the Department of Culture and the Arts, that it is up to the arts companies is to say, �Excuse me, but that would 
not be accepted if you lived in Europe and in a European culture that encouraged the arts.� It is a disgrace. 

House adjourned at 9.53 pm 

__________ 

 
 


